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august model, the style of the Church Fathers formed
Donne's other model in his preaching, and he more than
once calls attention to their ' elegant phrases/ their
* cadences and allusions and assimilations/ to Jerome's
epistles ' full of heavenly meditation and curious expres-
sions/ to Augustine's study to ' make his language sweet
and harmonious/ and St. Bernard's effort to exalt
' devotion from the melodious fall of words/

Coleridge, in his curious notes on Donne's sermons,
remarks on the patristic leaven, the rhetorical extrava-
gance, the taste for forced and fantastic analogies,
which Donne derived from his study of the early Fathers ;
and, indeed, the influence of these models, falling in
as it did with his natural taste for ' wit' and extravagant
conceits, resulted often in far-fetched and fantastic
passages; and there are whole sermons built up on one
metaphor, on blood or water or tears or kisses, and even
on vomit and circumcision, in which one image is turned
and twisted and elaborated and swollen out with figurative,
moral and mystical meanings, grotesquely adorned with
medical analogies and legal jargon and scholastic quibbles
and rabbinical speculations, until we share to the full
Dean Milman's amazement at the taste of those immense
and attentive congregations, and are not surprised to
hear that noblemen and gentlemen were sometimes taken
up for dead, after listening to one of these hour-long
conceits and overwhelming metaphors.

But then again this cumbrous style takes fire, this vast
edifice of elaborate adornments blazes up into a splendid
illumination ; and remote as we are in time and taste
from the audiences which stood for hours in the open
air at Paul's Cross, or filled the choir of the old Cathedral,
we share, if but for a moment, the delight which drew
those ancient crowds to hear these products of what one
contemporary called his c Giant phancie/ to witness the
gleams of what another described as that ' awfull fire'
which burned in the brain of the great preacher.